Perineural spread leading to orbital invasion from skin cancer.
Orbital and intracranial invasion from skin cancer is an uncommon but serious consequence of skin cancer located around the orbit, particularly the forehead. Perineural spread is an aggressive manifestation of skin cancer similar to lymph node metastases. Such spread can provide access to the orbit and squamous cell carcinoma is the most common histology reported. Treatment should be directed at preventing such orbital spread. Adjuvant radiotherapy is strongly recommended. Disease may present in an advanced state within the orbit or beyond the orbital apex and involve the cavernous sinus. Palliative radiotherapy should be considered in such advanced cases. Presented are the cases of four patients treated for advanced orbital and intracranial spread from periorbital skin cancer.